
The Heart of the Matter 
 

A local Deaf Christian education leader recently stated, “We are 

finding the Deaf community in Pittsburgh to be a difficult group  

to reach for Christ. The community is so ingrained in Catholicism or ‘nothing at all.’ There are  

very few evangelical Deaf people in this area.” Truly, the need for the Gospel among those in  

the Deaf Community certainly lines up with Jesus’ statement: “The harvest is plentiful, but the  

workers are few, therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His  

harvest.” (Matthew 9: 37-38). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The State of the Gospel  

among the Deaf in the  

Pittsburgh Metro Area 

 

Known Existing Ministries 
In the past, there were many more Deaf ministries than there are 

now in the city. Based on interactions with individuals involved 

in local Deaf ministries, there are only six remaining evangelical 

churches in Allegheny County area which offer active ministries 

to the Deaf. These ministries have a total estimated number of 

active participants of less than 35 Deaf persons.  

 

While the statistics are disheartening, there are individuals in the 

Pittsburgh area, both hearing and Deaf, who desire to honor Jesus 

Christ and bring His Gospel to the Deaf community. By serving with 

those in the Deaf ministry at Redemption Hill and by teaming with 

other Evangelical Deaf ministries, we hope to be a part of a movement 

to establish a solid witness for Christ among the Deaf of Pittsburgh. 

The Numbers 
While there has been no official census on the number of Deaf persons in our country who use American 

Sign Language (ASL), there have been numerous estimates made by various groups. One such group, Gate 

Communications, a non-profit organization serving the Deaf, suggests the following about the Pittsburgh 

area Deaf population based on an estimate of 1,200 Deaf people:  
 

93% of the Deaf in Pittsburgh (about 1,120) have no contact with a church. 

98% of the Deaf in Pittsburgh (about 1,175) have no active relationship with Jesus. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church of the Deaf, one 

of the city’s few ministries to the Deaf , is 

located across the street from the Western 

Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. 



ROAMING 
 

Becky and I have enjoyed exploring the city and its surrounding 

communities. Almost weekly, we have explored the sites along the 

cities six color-coded beltways. Designed in the 1940s, the various 

belts allowed citizens to easily travel around the county without 

having to travel through the busy city center. While the advent of the 

interstate systems reduced the need for the beltways, signs for the 

various belts still exist, providing an opportunity to experience the 

metro areas various features. We have traveled most of the beltways, 

(including the Yellow Belt to the left), visiting local shops, 

restaurants and, most importantly, local ice cream  

parlors. In addition, we finally were able to take a short  

vacation after a hectic year of preparing to move,  

social distancing, and settling into a new city. We spent  

three days in Erie, PA, taking in the sights along the lake. 

 

     
FELLOWSHIPPING: 

Redemption Hill Deaf Life Group 
One Thursday evening in late October, the Redemption 

Hill Life Group was wrapping up its weekly Bible study 

in the Book of Ephesians. A few of us were gathered 

together in the living room of Matt and Megan, while 

others were joined us remotely through Google Meets. 

The evening's lively discussion centered around how God 

enables believers to know Jesus Christ and to find hope 

in him. As we joined together in prayer, Heather 

expressed to the Lord a sentiment we all felt that evening, 

saying (paraphrased): "Lord, thank You that we have 

found a group we can call our own." As you pray for this 

ministry, ask the Lord Jesus to unite our hearts, loving 

each other well for the sake of knowing Him more deeply. 

Ask, too, that He would use us as instruments in His 

hands to bring the Gospel to the Deaf Community in 

Pittsburgh. 

Heather and 

Steve, Lilly’s 

parents 

Megan and Lilly Matt, Megan’s 

husband 

If you would like to know more about  

Reformed Evangelistic Fellowship,  

and how you can support our ministry  

among the Deaf through REF,  

please visit our webpage: 
 

www.refglobal.org/candidates.html 
 

 

Roddey and Becky Caughman 
 

5545 Brightwood Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102  /  803-367-1463 

Redemption Hill Church Deaf Ministry, https://www.redemptionhill.church/deafministry 

Reformed Evangelistic Fellowship, https://www.refglobal.org/caughman-roddey.html 

Email: DeafReachPittPA@gmail.com 

 

VISITING 
 

Our sons, Rion and Ellis, have 

visited us three times since our 

move. They came up in August for 

Rion's Birthday, in November for 

Thanksgiving and Ellis' birthday, 

and again in December for 

Christmas. We gave them a tour of 

the town, including a boat tour 

along the river and a visit to one of 

the cities iconic restaurants, Pri- 

manti Brothers. Ellis also had the chance to visit three of the Carnegie 

Museums in town. During Christmas, we all enjoyed our first white 

Christmas as a family. 

PRAYING For… 

 

Growth in Christ in the Deaf Life Group; 

 

Relationships with the Deaf toward salvation; and 

 

Partnerships with other evangelical ministries 
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